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ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY FORM
1. Survey No.
CL-AS-010-025

2. Survey name:
Mineral Water Resources of Excelsior Springs

3. County:
CL

4. Address (Street No.)

5.City:
Excelsior Springs

Vicinity:

Street (name)
Southwest of the intersection of Marietta & Richmond Streets
6. UTM:
7. Township/Range/Section:
15 S/ 394323.68E / 4354618.75N
T: 52N
R: 30W
S:12

8.Historic name (if known):
Regent Spring
10. Ownership:
Private

Public

9. Present/other name (if known):
Regent Park
11a. Historic use (if known):
HEALTH CARE/resort facility

11b. Current use:
RECREATION & CULTURE/outdoor
recreation

HISTORICAL INFORMATION
12. Construction date:
1888; ca. 1926

15. Architect:

18. Previously surveyed?

13. Significant date/period:
Ca. 1881-1936

16. Builder/contractor:

14. Area(s) of significance:
HEALTH/MEDICINE

17. Original or significant owner:
Excelsior Springs Company

Cite survey name in box 22 cont. (page 3)

19. On National Register?
individual
district
Cite nomination name in box 22 cont. (page 3)

21. History and significance on continuation page.

20. National Register eligible?
individually eligible
district potential (
C
NC )
not eligible
not determined
22. Sources of information on continuation page.

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION
23. Category of property:
building(s)
site
structure
object
24. Vernacular or property type:

30: Roof material:
N/A

37.Windows:

31. Chimney placement:
N/A

38. Acreage (rural):
Visible from public road?

25. Architectural Style:

32. Structural system:
Concrete

26. Plan shape:
N/A

33. Exterior wall cladding:
N/A

27. No. of stories:
N/A

34. Foundation material:
N/A

39. Changes (describe in box 41 cont.):
Addition(s) Date(s):
Altered
Date(s):
Moved
Date(s):
Other
Date(s):
Endangered by: flooding

st

historic
Pane arrangement:

replacement

28. No. of bays (1 floor):
N/A

35. Basement type:
N/A

40. No. of outbuildings (describe in box
40 cont.): N/A

29. Roof type:
N/A

36. Front porch type/placement:
N/A

41. Further description of building features
and associated resources on continuation
page.

43.Form prepared by (name and org.):
Deon Wolfenbarger
Three Gables Preservation
320 Pine Glade Road, Nederland, CO
Deon@threegables.net

44. Survey date: 2012

Level of survey
reconnaissance
Other:

Additional research needed?
yes
no

OTHER
42. Current owner/address:
City of Excelsior Springs
201 E. Broadway
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024-2564

45. Date of revisions:

FOR SHPO USE
Date entered in inventory:
National Register Status:
listed
in listed district
Name:
pending listing
eligible (individually)
eligible (district)
not eligible
not determined

intensive
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LOCATION MAP (include north arrow)

SITE MAP/PLAN (include north arrow)

Tennis Courts

Marietta Street

Low lying shelf – former site
of Regent pavilion

PHOTOGRAPH
Photographer:
Deon Wolfenbarger

Date:
2/17/2012

Description:
(left & right) Looking northeast from west bank across East Fork of Fishing
River
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
21. (cont.) History and significance. Expand box as necessary, or add continuation pages.
Regent Spring was the second mineral water spring discovered in Excelsior Springs. The strong flowing spring was discovered by
Captain J. L. Farris in 1881 a short distance down the Fishing River from the Siloam spring. Farris sent the water off for analysis, and
like the Siloam spring, it was also an iron manganese water. The well was drilled to a depth of 38 feet, and the water maintained a
temperature of 58.1 degrees Fahrenheit. The “Southern Addition” (below) platted in 1881 shows the location of the spring relative to
Richmond Street, and also includes a “one acre spring lot.” In 1882, the Excelsior Springs Company formed, and spent more than a
half million dollars acquiring almost 1,000 acres of land up through 1887. This included Siloam, Regent, and Relief Springs, as well as
all the land within a radius of one mile west and south of Fishing River. In 1888, the Excelsior Springs Company constructed the
pavilion, said to resemble an enlarged Parisian Kiosk, and developed Regent Park on adjacent grounds. A rustic swinging bridge was
built at the bend in the river to link the first Elms Hotel (also owned by the company) with the Regent Spring. An attendant was on hand
to supply draughts of the mineral water. Chemistry professor W. P. Mason of Rensselser Polytechnic Institute in New York was invited
to the site in 1890. In his report, he stated that the water from the “Regent” was, in his opinion, the strongest iron-manganese water in
the world; it was also one of the purest he had analyzed. Regent was one of four waters bottled by the Excelsior Springs Bottling Co. In
a booklet The Famous Waters of Excelsior Springs Missouri, Regent was a key part of a daily recommended regime. “Drink the water
at regular intervals, if possible. Drink them slowly. Adopt, for the time at least, rational habits of eating, drinking and exercise. Regent
and Siloam: Drink two glasses before breakfast, three during the forenoon and three during the afternoon. Drink one glass
immediately upon arising – the second, ten or fifteen minutes afterward. It is best to commence by using only one-half the above
quantity during the first three or four days. Do not drink either water at meal time and omit their use for one hour before and one and a
half hours after meals. . . Regular action of the bowels during the use of these waters is essential. At the springs this is assured by the
use of SULPHO-SALINE before breakfast. If the Sulpho-Saline is used for this purpose, it is substituted before breakfast, but the
prescribed amount of Regent, eight glasses, must not be decreased on this account.”

1881 Southern Addition plat, showing distance from Empire street to the spring

Southern Addition plat, re-filed in 1888 (still named “Empire”)

Ca. 1890 brochure, name changed to Regent Spring
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21. (cont.) The fame of the Regent’s water was sealed when it received a medal at the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair. Another brochure
claimed that “Regent Spring is truly Nature’s tonic, diuretic and uric acid solvent. Clinical experience has demonstrated that this water is
marvelously efficacious in affording prompt and permanent relief in all kidney and bladder troubles, including Bright’s disease, diabetes,
inflammation and cartarrh of the bladder, lithaemia and lithic acid deposits, rheumatism, rheumatic gout, dropsy and dyspepsia.” In May
1915, a flood damaged Regent Park and washed the bridge down the creek. A special election in 1917 planned a public bridge over the
Fishing River, but by the 1920s, the Regent had fallen into disrepair. A citizen movement requested that City Council restore the Regent
Spring as part of a broader plan to provide free mineral waters for visitors, and if possible, to place every spring in the city under local
government control. Regent Park was acquired by the city in 1925, and it began stabilizing the spring by building a new board walk to
the pavilion, although permanent work was delayed until Council approved funding. Also, the well was closed in September 1925 until a
chemical report on the water was received from Dr. Parker, the city’s chemist. The 1925 city Annual Report noted that “Regent Spring,
one of the valuable mineral springs of the city, having been acquired by the city in the early summer, a thorough overhauling of the
wells was made, cleaning them thoroughly and re-cementing them on the inside, thereby making the water excellent for drinking. This
spring had been greatly neglected under private ownership and was in bad condition when taken over by the city. Here has recently
been an electrical pump installed at the spring which keeps the water continually moving and insures the public of good water for
drinking purposes.” In 1935, the city acquired other privately owned mineral water wells, and the Regent’s waters were one of the ten
waters that were piped into the Hall of Waters. The specially designed system, with separate pipes for each type of water, was
designed by Black & Veatch, Kansas City engineers. The Regent well was capped at this time and the wood pavilion demolished.
Frequent flooding throughout the remainder of the twentieth century has destroyed any remnants of the well site and partly altered the
course of the Fishing River. However, the well’s location can be determined by examination of historic photographs and plats. The
Regent Spring was one of the most significant wells in Excelsior Springs, and was the subject of numerous postcards and historic
photographs. In the late nineteenth century, a photographer would visit the spring several times a week to record the visitors.

An early view (note spindle frieze, not visible in later photos)

Historic photograph, with bottling works on opposite bank

Historic postcard

Historic photograph
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1893 Sanborn, showing footbridge,
relationship to Bottling Works

Historic photograph (after acquisition by City)

22. (cont.) Sources of information. Expand box as necessary, or add continuation pages.
Clay County Assessor’s Office
The Waters of Excelsior Springs: Valley of Vitality
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps
Excelsior Springs Museum & Archives; “Regent Springs,” folder V1.200.310; “Springs Misc.,” V1.200.100
Missouri Architectural/Historic Inventory Form, “Excelsior Springs Park & Driveway System Survey”, 1994

40. (cont.) Description of environment and outbuildings. Expand box as necessary, or add continuation pages.
The property is part of Regent Park, a neighborhood part at Marietta and Richmond streets. The park has a tennis court, basketball
court, skate park, and playground equipment. The ground is level along the street, but drops off steeply down to the river. The river
banks are lined with deciduous trees. The parcel is currently addressed 00000 S. Marietta Street, part of city blocks 131 & 132. Clay
County parcel ID: 12-315-00-09-013.00.

41. (cont.) Further description of important architectural features. Expand box as necessary, or add continuation pages.
As there are no longer any physical remnants for Regent Springs or any of the walkways leading to it, the approximate location of
Regent Springs was determined through plat maps and historic photographs, which show the spring relative to a low lying shelf of land
on The Elms property on the west banks of the Fishing River. The Regent was on a similarly low lying shelf on the east banks, located
in a bend of the river.

